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THE HUMAN FACTOR IN MODERN AZERBAIJANI PROSE

Abstract. The article examines the human problem in modern Azerbaijani
prose. The primary goal of the article is to conduct a comparative analysis
of prose works on modern human problems. The main purpose of
examining human problems in prose is to strengthen students' analyzing,
critical thinking, and intellectual development of moral qualities. It is
known that prose is a popular genre in Azerbaijani literature; it is a style
of writing that follows the conventions of speech and language. In
addition, modern Azerbaijani prose discusses the causes of qualitative
changes and how they affect human affairs. Nevertheless, modern
literature has some difficulty promoting the latest basic concepts. Another
goal of the article is to help students develop the versatility of artistic
images as well as the ability to express natural feelings and thoughts. From
this point of view, modern Azerbaijani prose should enrich students' ideas
about new human thinking and diversity. In addition, studies show that
the evolution of literature can affect the quality of human elements in
prose works and lead to various changes, innovations, and conflicts in
fiction works. Comparative analysis of prose works plays an excellent role
in solving human problems and gives characteristics of modern man.
Events in society shape human character in literature. Therefore, the
comparative analysis of various prose works revealed the qualities of a
new intellectual person in modern Azerbaijani literature. To carry out this
analysis, it is necessary to set up an experiment. 18 third-year students
(12 girls, 6 boys), 3 teachers, and an associate professor were involved in
the research methods of the experiment. The experiment lasted two
months to identify and compare the human problem in the prose genre.
Data were collected using both qualitative and descriptive statistics.
According to the findings, the texts reveal that some historical heroes have
evolved from harsh and cruel to benevolent leaders who are beloved by

their people for their honesty and heroic image.
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INTRODUCTION / BCTYII

Formulation of the problem / I[locraHoBka nmpo6siemu. According to
recent studies, the human condition is usually depicted in literature as love,
violence, oppression, joy, and courage, and is represented by themes with
morals or lessons that anyone can understand when reading the text [17]. Some
arguments in the texts make it difficult for us to engage cognitively and
emotionally with new ideas, imaginations, and human experiences. The main
problem is that the discontinuity in the transformation of the new characters put
forward to support modern prose works into a living image is not ensured. In
addition, such readings of written texts in modern Azerbaijani literature do little
to help us understand the different ways people live and interact in the world
[1], [4], [6], [15], [19].

Analysis of major research and publications / AHani3 (0OCHOBHMX)
OCTaHHIX AOC/AiJXKeHb i my6Jikanii. During examining the problem, various
research papers were analyzed, and several scientific research papers were
introduced on this issue. Russian scientists such as J].Conovalova [17],
A. Adamovich [18], and S. Sharifova [20] identified the main character of the
heroes in several processes, but they described very few points on the modern
evolution of human changes. Moreover, there have been several works on
developing human problems in prose, including their critical and creative
thinking, imagination, and making changes in society. Their works highlight that
the use of non-artistic expression in literature and journalism to address social
issues is becoming less common. Instead, authors and journalists are opting for
more colorful and realistic characters to effectively convey their message. This
shift should gradually eliminate the use of simplistic language and journalistic
tone. The placement of the plot and structure is crucial to the shift in artistic
standards in literature.

AIM AND TASKS / META TA 3ABJAAHHA

Introducing this issue allowed to improve the purpose of this study - to
enhance young readers' understanding of modern Azerbaijani prose, we aim to
highlight the evolving human character.

The aim and tasks of the experiment of the study were as follows:

e to explore the methods of depicting the growth of a new individual in
modern Azerbaijani literature;
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e to identify the key features that offer solutions to human problems in
literary works;

e to introduce significant changes that impact the development of
characters portrayed in the prose genre;

e to explain how the prose genre is evolving in the digital era;

e to assess the features of new human growth in a multicultural world.

THEORETICAL BACKGROUNDS / TEOPETHUYHI OCHOBH

Since the beginning of the twenty-first century, the actualization of
artistic-documentary prose has sparked debate, and the new human
characterization is a key concept in many recent studies as a problem. The
fundamental components of prose are character, setting, plot, point of view, and
mood. Character encompasses biographical information, personality traits,
social roles, and psychological factors like aspirations, fears, and personal
values. The fact that the human problem is a universal theme in literary prose is
studied to better understand the stages of human social life, as well as the sense
of self and purpose that distinguishes us from other social beings.

G. Maslow highlighted the term "human problem" refers to the issues that
various people face throughout their lives [8]. Prose works written from this
perspective explore the human condition through themes such as identity,
relationships, and loss. J. Conovalova’s [17] investigation of the human problem
in the prose genre manifests itself as a special artistic quality, the form of direct
expression of mental processes; literature revives in a wide and detailed way the
inner evolution or world of thoughts, which cannot be compared to "external”
and "general sign."

The human factor in prose is defined by its role in society, psychological
makeup, reaction to events and conflicts, and advancement in social life [13],
[20]. There are seven different types of conflict: character vs. character,
character vs. self, character vs. society, character vs. fate, character vs. nature,
and character vs. technology. Conflict is important because it is what keeps a
story interesting. Today technology can affect more on human development than
others [11], [18].

R. Ohmann [11] introduced the elements of prose include character, plot,
setting, theme, point of view, conflict, and tone. All seven elements work together
to form a cohesive narrative. When writing a story, these are the basic building
blocks you should use. Written prose has shown that it is possible to create
complex human characters by describing their external actions and behaviors.
These characters can have multiple layers of meaning, both positive and
negative. While some portrayals may be one-sided and schematic, with a focus
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on thoughts and emotions, it is important to allow for a wider range of insight
into a character's world to truly understand their innermost thoughts and
feelings. L. Tolstoy [19] believed that humans are multifaceted beings, capable of
intelligence and foolishness, mercy and cruelty, as well as strength and
weakness. We must recognize and embrace this complexity to truly understand
the human experience. In his work, the great writer recognized that man is a
changeable being and attempted to create a balance of stable and unstable
aspects in the characters.

N. Samedova [15] indicates that the unity of stable and unstable aspects,
demonstrating stupidity in a wise person, cruelty in a compassionate person,
and weakness in a powerful person, were not unintentional but the result of
initiatives to reconnect human psychology with its reality. The complex,
ambiguous, and even paradoxical heroes of L. Tolstoy [19], as well as other
psychologists and writers, are based on the important scientific fact that human
psychology is adaptable and changeable; depending on specific situations and
environmental factors, it can be different and contradictory for the same
individual. Emotions may arise, leading to unpredictable behavior that
contradicts the personality's stable character. Of course, the writer makes sure
to connect the hero's complex nature to the surrounding reality.

Changing Human Quality in the Genre of Prose

Modern Azerbaijani literature is regarded as one of the most effective
ways to learn about the life of a society during a specific period [4]. When it
comes to modern prose, or literature from the late twentieth and early twenty-
first centuries, we present entirely new topics and problems of modern society:
the degradation of humanity and its psychological state, the shift in human
values, and the dominance of material significance [1], [2], [3], [4], [5]-

P. Guliyeva [13] and M. Sharifova [20] state that literary criticism correctly
identified the main essence of the change in quality that occurred in Azerbaijani
prose between the end of the 1950s and the beginning of the 1960s. Making
comparisons between the recent past and the present day of prose, revealing the
characteristic defects of the backward stage, aided in a better understanding of
change and development. "In certain years, in certain prose works of ours, there
was an extreme tendency to show labor processes and production first, followed
by people. This tendency resulted in unnecessary details and storytelling. People's
spirituality has become invisible in the shadow of machines" [3], [5], [8], [17]-

Many of the writers who wrote lengthy works celebrating the Soviet way
of life and the power of the "new" man to achieve great things often ignored the
reality of life. This is particularly painful because many of these writers were
talented individuals. In a society ruled by a totalitarian political regime,

275



BicHuk nicasidunaomuoi oceimu. Bunyck 28(57) Cepis «Iledazozivni Hayku» (Kamezopisa «b»)
Bulletin of Postgraduate education. Issue 28(57) Educational Sciences Series (Category «B»)
https://doi.org/10.58442/2218-7650-2024-28(57)

literature was limited to the dimensions set by the authorities. Beautiful and
truthful literature was powerless against the ideology machine, leaving authors
with no choice but to conform to it and convince themselves of its "beauty".
However, in the late 1950s, a partially democratic atmosphere emerged, which
allowed for more creative freedom in literature. The writers took the initiative
to move away from idealism and in this new stage of prose, the hero is not used
as a mouthpiece for the author's ideas intended for the reader [17], [18], [20].

The modern literature is popular in increasing popularity of online
literature reflects society's contemporary views, as digital tools aid in the
reading of prose works [7], [8]. The latest findings indicate that most young
individuals are exposed to Turkish literature as a means to gain insight into
diverse cultures and the development of human conditions. Reshat Nuri
Guntekin [14] was a Turkish novelist, story writer, and playwright who wrote
the novel "Calikusu” in 1937. The story follows a young Turkish female teacher
in Anadolu who is highly regarded in modern Azerbaijani audiences. "Calikusu”
is a prime example of true love, being true to oneself, and the love between a
daughter and her father. The novel is dedicated to inspiring young teachers to
live and work in rural areas, despite facing many challenges from those who lack
education. The story takes place in an old village, where modern young teachers
strive to make a difference and overcome unkind events.

0. Pamuk [12], the Nobel Prize winner, has produced many acclaimed
works, including "My Name is Red" (1998), "The White Castle" (1985), and
"Istanbul: Memories and the City" (2003), which are considered exemplary of
the development of humans in modern society.

K. Yashar, Turkish writer, who is known as was a renowned human rights
activist dedicated numerous prose works to the readers to describe honesty,
kindness and devoted human beings in society. His best works, such as “Ant
Drinking Water” (2002), “Little Nobody 1" (1980), “The Sea-crossed Fisherman”
emphasized crime, murder, blaming people, as well as good vision for human
development [21]. K. Abdulla [1], a scientist, national writer, public figure, and
professor, delivered a series of prose works on contemporary human
development. He wrote extensively on folk style, human recognition, and the use
of words in speech. His novels, "An unfinished manuscript,” "Valley of
Sorcerers," and "There is no one to forget..." are the most popular in the modern
Azerbaijani prose work series.

Analyzing her prose works, P. Guliyeva [13] commented on the facts of the
Azerbaijani writer and provided an example from E. Elatli's works (“Blackmail”
2008, “Silent Woman”-2009). She described modern characters and social life
lacks in her prose.
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“A young girl, who came to the city from a remote rural district with the
desire to get a higher education after successfully passing the university entrance
exams, faces blackmail and threats that hinder her from achieving her dreams. As
a result, she experiences serious changes in her behavior, outlook, and spirituality,
which are highlighted in the novel. The story shows how the feeling of fear can
affect human life, with interesting scenes that depict the negative consequences of
fear. The girl is unable to share her problems with her relatives, and this creates a
deep gap between her and them. She becomes naturally cold to those around her,
including family, relatives, and fellow students. The negative trend in her character
and outlook on the world accelerates, and as a result, she is drawn into the vortex
of crime. The situation worsens, and the consequences are not encouraging at all.”

This example shows that this evident in modern society produces
individuals who meet its demands. In the digital era, social media has both
positive and negative impacts on human development.

The second example is Ch. Abdullayev [2], an Azerbaijani writer known for
his detective stories, prose, and publicist work. He is also a member of the
People's Writer of the Republic of Azerbaijan since 2005. His best novels, such as
“Blue Angels”s Ch. Abdullayev's prose works explore the theme of significant
changes in the social structure that occur due to the necessity of historical
progress. The ideas of a new person are transformed in social relations,
resulting in people being forcibly torn from one way of life and thrown into
another, leading to deep tragedies [2], [3], [4], [5], [6]

Modern Azerbaijani prose about daily life with emphasis on social and
political issues, focusing on a character's mental state and interactions [15].

An author aiming to create well-rounded characters endeavors to link the
storyline with the protagonist, and construct the composition of the work based
on the inner psychological tendencies of the characters.

RESEARCH METHODS / METOAU AOC/IIAXXEHHA

This study analyzes various prose works by writers from Turkey and
Azerbaijan to gain insight into the modern human condition. Qualitative and
descriptive research methods were used, and the prose works from both
countries were examined to identify and evaluate common human problems.

First, the novels are compared to identify human’s moral qualities and
mental characters. Each writer has his own style to affect human development.

Students were advised to read more online books that highlights
multicultural diversity. Their interest area was checked by giving some tests to
guess the prose name and main characters. The following criteria were used to
assess the students' speed:
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e interest to social problems;
e having fun reading prose;

e Frequency of online reading;

¢ Identifying psychological factors;

e frequency of reading novels.

As research methods, the following methods were applied:
e Interviews;

e (uestionnaires;

e qualitative and quantitative research.

RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH / PE3YJIbTATH JOCIIAKEHHA

According to the research experiment, students displayed enthusiasm
towards reading more prose novels. They have been provided with a list of
modern online book titles to compare their main ideas and their impact on
human development. During the round table activity, the plot summary and
main characters of each book were discussed, along with their roles in the fiction
proses. Students were exposed to a variety of genres including detective, crime,
tragedy, love stories, historical novels, and patriotic works. Additionally, their
preferences were investigated.

The questionnaires given to the students focused on the types of prose
genres they are interested in and prefer. Students were given examples of fiction
prose, novels, novellas, short stories, nonfiction prose, autobiographies,
biographies, and essays that allowed them to easily compare the characters. The
aim was to improve students' comparison skills on the given examples. The
indicators were as below:

3-4 5-6 7-8 9-10
“—> —> — «—
poor average good completely

Question 1 How often do you read the following types of proses?

Looking at table, it is clear that girls have more interests reading
Azerbaijani novels. The result was good (75 %) and got 8 points. In the other
hand, boys demonstrated less percentage 65 % in good level and got 7 points.
They emphasized that the main characters in the novel motivate them to read
the novels. It is known that they have low skills to understand novellas and
mentioned that these types of prose they read very less time.
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Therefore, girls result was 45 % - average level with 6 points; boys 25 % -
average level with 5 points. Majority of them prefer reading short stories,
essentially in the textbook. Reading short stories is achieved completely with the
80 % - with 9 points by the girls and 55 % with 7 points by the boys in average
level.

Table 1
Students reading frequency on genres of prose

Ne Types of proses Girls Boys

1 | Novel 75% -8 65 % -7
2 | Novella 45% -6 25%-5
3 | Short story 80 % -9 55%-7
4 | Autobiography 22% -7 20% -6
5 | Newspaper 35%-5 18% -5

According to the results of reading autobiography the girls have good
level, 22 % with 7 points, boys have average level, 20 % with 6 points results.
Regarding to the reading newspaper the girls have the approximately half
percentage 45 % with 5 points and the boys have average level - 18 % with 5
points. Finally, reading essay is highlighted with high score, 70 % girls’ result
with the 9 point; boys demonstrated 40 % with the 5 points.

Concluding interpreting this table, it should be mentioned that university
students have good level interests to read novels. They could identify the best
qualities of characters in the novels, such as described the human qualities
bravery, patriotism, courage, charity, kindness, cruelty, rudeness, injustice and
broken human rights in the society. Several girls stated that reading historical
stories or novels give the self-dependence, being self esteem and good human
feelings.

Furthermore, teachers responded the question using fiction and non-
fiction proses in the auditory. They responded more using fiction proses.
Nevertheless, students are eager to read short stories because of patience
teachers try to motivate them to read modern Azerbaijani novels by K. Abdulla
and Ch. Abduallayev.

Table 2
Respondents survey results on using fiction and non-fiction prose
Ne Respondents Fiction Non-fiction
1 | Teachers 2 1
2 | Students 15 3
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Looking at the table it is clear that teachers are eager to use fictions, such
novels as home reading to get effective ideas on developing human factor in
proses. Later, the students' comparing skills on discussing novels were
observed.

The grade and level of evaluation given to respondents were determined
based on specific factors in the prose works, the writer's attitude toward human
existence, the theme and idea of the work, the problem, and the type of hero. The
human factor was regarded as the "beating heart" of the text. Although the hero
is described as cruel, vengeful, and oppressive in some works (J. Abdullayev's
"The Oligarch's Mistake"), his bravery is praised in others.

In other situations, participants discussed the importance of Azerbaijani
folk art, the value of the word, the magnificence of folk art, gaining the people's
love, protecting our historical heritage, and expressing its influence on the
formation of human thought (K. Abdulla).

Some prose works use human’s psycho-logism as a single element,
partially reflecting the hero's emotions and thoughts. In some prose examples,
the hero's emotional and intellectual world is brought to the forefront, and it
becomes an important means of reviving reality. Of course, several modern epic
works, whose primary purpose is to illuminate a specific social environment, are
inextricably linked to the writing of individual spiritual worlds.

A demonstration of students’ discussing and comparing skills became the
focal point for developing critical thinking abilities. Nonetheless, the hero of the
novel or short story is described as a cruel, rude person; they respond to this
issue and discuss how to improve these heroes in real life. The students
demonstrate their problem-solving skills while discussing the novel. Analytical
results of students’ motor abilities in research study.

The most important orientation for describing human factors in the
process is to the real-life situation or societal demands. A questionnaire survey
was conducted to investigate the findings and conclude respondents' progress in
reading modern literature.

Table 3
Impact of comparing prose works
No Effect of qualities of character and the main idea Mean | Median
1 | Reading novels I learned how to be honest and trustworthy 2 16
2 | Short stories are a lot of fun to communicate 1 17
3 | Essay reading allows me to be creative and imaginative 4 14
4 | Autobiography makes me think of achieving success in life 3 15
5 | Modern prose works inspire me to be stronger in life 2 16
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The comparative analysis of the participants' modern prose works, as
shown in the table, reveals the methods of reading novels, short stories,
translated cases, and essays, as well as the impact of the obtained quality factors
on the human factor. It turned out that reading modern novels encourages
people to be honest and straightforward. 18 participants responded to this idea,
demonstrating that the intended result was achieved.

Reading short stories in groups or pairs (e.g., D. Defoe's "Treasure Island")
teaches people how to live as people and communicate. This idea demonstrated
that 17 of 18 people achieved good results on average. The essay discusses how
reading the research presented in the essay promotes human growth and
creativity. In autobiographical reading, participants describe their step-by-step
journey to success while elevating the human factor. The participants
successfully adopted this result.

CONCLUSIONS / BUCHOBKH

The results of the experiment allow us to draw the following conclusions:

1. Reading modern prose works helps learners improve their brain and
memory functions, as well as strengthen the activity of the elements that make
the human factor a reality. Turning to modern literature brings us closer to the
realities of our everyday lives; it is an examination of the image of a true hero.
Modern literary prose examples stimulate a person's entertainment, thinking,
and imagination while also providing an opportunity to strengthen creative and
new mental activity.

2. Modern literature reveals the reality of the psychologism of the human
factor, necessitating the methods and principles of character description in
literary and artistic contexts. These methods and principles are based on the
character's ability to express their inner world, feelings, emotions, and thoughts.
The comparative analysis of the characters results in different ways of
expressing a person's inner world and emotions.

3. Investigating how prose works affect people reveals their significance
in the evolution of modern man. To increase the impact of one's work,
integrative teaching methods in linguistics and philology must be used. Video
visualization of modern works boosts visual confidence in human development.
From this perspective, he discovers the beating heart of modern art.

4. Reading prose works of both fiction and nonfiction is a modern-day
requirement. An effective reading of both types of conflict in a person provides
an overview of the conflict, a variety of approaches to problem-solving, respect,
and compassion for others. Although modern literature is rarely read, its impact
on the evolution of the essay factor is undeniable.
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Prospects for further research in this direction / IlepcnekTuBHU
NoAAQJbIIMX AOCHiAXKeHb. As a result, it is worth noting that Azerbaijani
literature has the potential to attract more readers due to its rich content and
descriptions of contemporary issues. From this perspective, modern literature
plays a significant role in human life. Comparative discussion and analysis of
prose works shape a person's critical and creative thinking, determine its place
in real life, generate new human ideas, and play an important role in solving
many problems in life.
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Npo3a € NOMYJISPHUM KaHPOM B a3epbal»KaHCbKil JiiTepaTypi; Lie CTUIb
NUCbMa, AKUU JAOTPUMYETHCA YyMOBHOCTEU MOBU. KpiM Toro, cyyacHa
azepbaiaKaHCbKa Mp03a pO3M0BiZla€ Npo NPUYUHU SKICHHUX 3MiH i Ipo Te,
AK BOHU BIUVIMBAIOTb HA JIOACbKI dKocTi. TUM He MeHII, Ccy4acHa
JiiTepaTypa BiluyBa€ AesKi TPy/HOILLi 3 MPOCYyBaHHSM HOBITHiX 6a30BUX
KOHIenuii. Takox JOCAiPKEHHS 1a€ MOXKJIMBICTb CIPUSITU GOPMYBaAHHIO
B YUHIB 6araTOrpaHHOCTI XyA0KHiX 00pa3iB, a TaKOX YMiHHSI BUpaKaTH
0COOMCTI MOYYTTA Ta AYMKU. 3 LbOrO NOTJSAAY CydacHa azepbanaKaHCbKa
npo3a Ma€ 36araTUTH YsBJIEHHS Y4YHIB PO HOBe JIIOJICbKE MUCJEHHS Ta
pisHOMaHiTHicTb. KpiM TOro, gociigKeHHs NOKa3yloTb, L]0 €BOJIIOLiA
JIITEepaTypyu MOXKe BIJIMBATU Ha AKICTb JIIOJCHKUX €JIEMEHTIB Y IIPO30BUX
TBOpax i NPU3BOJAUTH |0 Pi3HOMAHITHUX 3MiH, iIHHOBALii i KOHQPJIIKTIB y
Xy[0XHiX TBOpax. [lopiBHSJIbLHUKA aHaJi3 MNPO30BUX TBOPIB BiAirpae
YyJIOBY pOJIb y BUPILIEHHI JIIOJACbKHAX NPOOJIEM i Jla€ XapaKTEPUCTHUKY
cydacHoi jiroauHu. [logii y cycnisibcTBi GOopMyr0Th XapakTep JIIOJUHU B
Jitepatypi. TakMM YHWHOM, MNOPIBHAJIBHUWA aHaJi3 pPIi3HUX MNPO30BUX
TBOPIB BUABUB fKOCTI HOBOI IHTeJIEKTyaJIbHOI JIOJUHU B CydacCHid
asepbaupKkaHCbKiN JyiTepaTypi. [llo6 mpoBecTH 1Liel aHasi3, HEOOXiJAHO
IIOCTaBUTU eKclepuMeHT. /[0 JOCHiAHULBKOI METOAUKUA eKCIepUMEHTY
6ys10 3asydyeHo 18 cTyaeHTiB TpeTboro kypcy (12 aiByart, 6 xsonuis), 3
BUKJaJaui, foneHT. EkciepuMeHT TpUBaB JBa Micdlli, 106 BUSABUTH Ta
NOPIBHATHY NpOO6JIEMY JIIOJAWHHU Y IPO30BOMY kaHpi. [laHi 6ys10 3i6paHo 3a
JOIIOMOT 0K SK {KICHOI, TaK 1 ONMCOBOI CTAaTUCTUKU. BiAmoBigHO [0
BHUCHOBKIB, TEKCTH IIOKa3ylwThb, 10 JedKli ICTOpUYHI Trepol
eBOJIIOI[IOHYBaJIK BiJi CyBOPUX i >KOPCTOKHUX /10 J0OPO3UYJIMBUX JIiJIEePiB,
SIKMX HApo/i JINOUTDb 3a YECHICTb i repoiyHUM 06pas.

Kiro4oBi c10Ba: cyyacHa asep6aiijpkaHcbKa Mpo3a; npobJema JJUHY;
Xy/l0KHS JIiTepaTypa, KPpUTHUUHE MUCAeHHS; IUdpoBa epa.
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