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THE MAIN DIRECTIONS OF DiSTANCE EDUCATION OF STUDENTS
iN HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

Abstract. Compared to traditional forms of education, distance education
optimally develops students' independence, activity, awareness, and creativity,
effectively solves the strategic issues facing modern teacher training in the
information society. The irreplaceable role and place of increasing the quality
and effectiveness of higher education also highlight the relevance of distance
education. It is also advantageous in terms of creating the same opportunity for
them to study regardless of their place of residence, health status, the standard
of living and financial support. On the other hand, distance education is also
very profitable financially. It allows you to study without incurring additional
costs (transport, housing and other expenses). It is these indicated factors that
indicate the importance and relevance of the topic chosen for research.
Integration into the world, globalization, rapid processes of information lead to
significant changes in all spheres of modern society and increase the role of
human capital as the main factor in the successful development of the state.
Changes in the education system, especially in higher education, led to the need
for talented, competitive specialists who can meet the needs of society and the
state, along with their self-education, the issue of informatization of education.
The application of distance education technologies in all areas was in the focus
of attention of national leader Heydar Aliyev many years ago and in connection
with this, he adopted the “National Strategy for information and communication
technologies for the development of the Republic of Azerbaijan” covering 2003-
2012 [5]. As a continuation of this, the announcement of 2013 by the head of
state Mr. I[lham Aliyev as the “Year of Information-communication technologies”
in the Republic of Azerbaijan, the foundation of the University of Information
Technologies is one of the steps aimed at informatization of society and,
accordingly, the training of competent and competent specialists. At the same
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time, starting from 2007-2008, the use of electronic testing technologies for
innovative development of Education, current and final assessment of the
quality of education was started at the Azerbaijan State Pedagogical University.
At the joint initiative of the administrative, professor and teaching staff,
technical specialists of the university, the conduct of test exams has become
more organized, which allowed students to more accurately test their
knowledge using electronic resources. In addition, the experience of Azerbaijan
on the informatization of education was presented at the “ITU World Telecom
2009” forum held in Geneva from October 5 to 9, 2009. At the events held in
connection with this forum representatives of many countries were given
information about the creation of the Azerbaijan Education Network
(AZEDUNET), Information and Resource Center, “Electronic School”, as well as
the National Education Program, and the achievements of the country in the
field of application of information technologies were demonstrated. The
transition to the information society makes the problem of the formation of
modern thinking in the new generation even more urgent, creates the need for
fundamental changes in education and creates a fundamental basis for
students' adaptation to education and strengthening of distance learning
tendencies. In modern conditions, young personnel must not only master the
knowledge of their specialty, but also master the latest achievements of science
and technology, be able to use distance education tools, and search for new
sources of information to improve themselves every day.

Key words: modern teacher; integration; globalization; distance training;
education.

INTRODUCTION / BCTYII

Formulation of the problem. Distance learning skills are formed in the
course of independent activity through sources of information, in the search for
information as an ability determined by the psychological and intellectual
indicators of each student.

The main goal of the educational reform being carried out in our country is
to make distance learning and independent activity of students one of the
centers of attraction for education. From this point of view, the training of
independent, competitive and enterprising personnel with creative thinking,
universal knowledge, modern and broad outlook is one of the main goals of the
education system [8]. In this regard, the main goal of using distance learning
technologies in education is to form students' interest in self-education, prepare
them for this activity systematically, consistently and purposefully, instilling in
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them the necessary skills for independent activity. Thus, the introduction of
distance learning into the educational environment leads to a fundamental
change in the educational process. Proceeding from this, one of the national
priorities in our republic is the informatization of education.

Mr. President puts forward the opinion that only in this case the younger
generation can be formed as professional personnel in accordance with the
requirements of the time. In his opinion, both logistics and modernization of the
educational process should be carried out at the same level in each educational
institution. Only then can the desired result be achieved. World experience
shows that even the most prestigious universities are never satisfied with a
well-deserved status. They are constantly striving for innovation. Therefore,
reforms in higher education should be permanent. In other words, constant
monitoring of scientific innovations, their comprehension, establishing
relationships with higher schools with progressive experience can contribute to
our education reaching the world level in the true sense of the word [3].

Analysis of major research and publications. When organizing distance
learning, the solution of additional tasks in the organization of the educational
process of the university also reveals the following needs:

e C(Creation of a pedagogical theory of continuous development of the
individual based on the achievements of psychology, sociology, cultural studies,
philosophy in order to ensure the unity of the processes of education,
upbringing and development;

e comprehensive integration of universities with priority areas of
scientific research on the initiative of both public and private organizations;

e integrated application of new information technologies in the
educational process of the university;

e training of mobile, enterprising, creatively thinking specialists who are
ready for continuous self-education throughout their lives.

We analyzed several papers to determine the degree of elaboration of the
dissertation work N. Abdullaeva [1] «The program of self-education of teachers in
pedagogy», R. Makhmudova [4] «Opportunities and ways of independent work of
students in higher education», A. Alieva [5], I. Dzhabrailov [2] «Azerbaijani education
in the period of independence: theoretical and practical aspects» and the works of
other Azerbaijani researchers widely covered the issues of self-education and
independent work. G. Akhmedov [3], R. Aligulieva, R. Makhmudova [4] and others in
their works have widely considered issues related to distance education. Among
foreign teachers M. Ali [6], T. Arat [7], R. Sagitova [10] and others raised in their
works such issues as distance learning, self-education, learning to learn.
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AIM AND TASKS / META TA 3ABJAHHA

The main purpose of the study is to study the main criteria for the
development of the organization of distance learning for students in higher
educational institutions.

In accordance with the goal, the following main objectives of the study are
defined:

1. Determine the degree of development of the problem and the socio-
historical prerequisites for the development of educational activities of students
in the context of distance planning and organization of education.

2. Theoretically substantiate the motivational-activity approach, which
determines the strategy for the development of students' educational activities
in the conditions of distance planning and organization of training in higher
educational institutions.

3. Prepare and theoretically substantiate the pedagogical concept of the
development of distance learning for students in the context of the development
of distance education.

4. Develop a model for the development of distance activities of students
in the context of informatization of education, identify examples and justify its
technology.

5. To identify and justify the possibility of creating optimal conditions for
the development of distance learning activities of students by creating a distance
learning environment at the university.

6. Determine the success of the process of developing distance activities of
students in the context of informatization of education, develop possible criteria
and indicators and theoretically substantiate them.

THE THEORETICAL BACKGROUNDS / TEOPETMYHI OCHOBHM
JOCTIKEHHA

The theoretical basis of the study is the study of the main provisions of the
modern theory of the experience of foreign countries and Azerbaijan in the field
of distance education of students' activities in the field of planning and
organizing distance education of higher educational institutions, the adopted
concepts and strategies for organizing distance learning. The theoretical
significance of the study lies in the creation of a working system for the
development of distance learning activities in the conditions of distance learning
activities of students in the conditions of distance organization and planning of
education in higher educational institutions that are of great socio-economic
importance in the training of future teachers. The study includes theoretical
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provisions related to distance education, personal development and the use of
information technology, and the motivational-activity approach is presented in
the work from the point of view of methodological regulation of the process of
distance education development. The activity of students in the conditions of
remote activity is described, as well as the organization and planning of training
in the form of distance education in higher educational institutions is
theoretically substantiated.

In the conditions of informatization of education, the main criteria for the
availability of skills in organizing distance educational activities can be called the
following:

e create an independent task based on the information received or be
able to see the problem in a normal state;

e propose a method for analyzing, collecting and processing data;

e draw conclusions and see the possibilities of practical application of the
obtained results;

e evaluate the results of their work and prove their correctness;

e use the possibilities of information technologies.

Thus, the introduction of distance learning into the educational environment
leads to a fundamental change in the educational process. Proceeding from this,
one of the national priorities in our republic is the informatization of education.
Even in highly developed countries, the main financial resources are directed to the
education and training of ICT-literate specialists.

Experience shows that the development of distance education plays an
important role in addressing a number of the following issues:

e increases knowledge and experience to live and act in modern society;

e introduction of new forms and methods into the learning process
improves the quality of education;

e gives every person of any age the opportunity to learn and improve
their knowledge.

Informatization of education is the process of providing education with
modern information technologies, along with theoretical and practical work carried
out in educational institutions in the psychological and pedagogical direction.
Informatization is an important condition for the implementation and management
of educational activities, an important factor in the development of society.

The process of distance planning and organization of education in higher
education institutions begins with equipping educational institutions with
distance learning technologies, preparing electronic textbooks and personnel in
this field. In the training of personnel for organizing and managing the distance

99



BicHuk nicasidunaomuoi oceimu. Bunyck 23(52) Cepis «Iledazozivni Hayku» (Kamezopisa «b»)
Bulletin of Postgraduate education. Issue 23(52) Educational Sciences Series (Category «B»)
https://doi.org/10.58442/2218-7650-2023-23(52)

educational process, important issues are the creation of an educational and
methodological base, the preparation of educational and methodological
literature, and the organization of information infrastructure.

On March 28, 2013, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan adopted
Decree No 2815 on approving the tasks defined in the field of information and
communication technologies in accordance with the Development Concept
"Azerbaijan 2020: Vision of the Future" and the "Action Plan for declaring 2013 the
Year of Information and Communication Technologies" in the Azerbaijan Republic.

As you know, the lack of computers is the main factor slowing down the
process of planning and organizing distance learning in higher education
institutions. In accordance with the solution of this problem, the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, Mr. Ilham Aliyev, by his order dated August 15, 2004,
approved the "Program for providing general education schools in the Republic
of Azerbaijan with information and communication technologies". After the
implementation of this program, local production of computers was stimulated,
software for managing educational institutions was developed, e-textbook
portals were created, many educational institutions were provided with Internet
access, etc. [6].

The distance learning process plays an important role in improving the quality
of education as an important strategic issue, providing opportunities for students to
receive higher education, forming self-education, interest and aspirations for
learning, training national personnel in the field of ICT. Today, among our
achievements are the creation of the Institute of Information Technologies at ANAS,
the preparation of intellectual projects based on ICT in various fields, the creation
and development of computer networks and systems. In the future, success in
education, as in other areas, will depend on the development of information and
communication technologies and their correct use.

Distance learning in higher educational institutions provides high-quality
educational services of the following content:

e the necessary information is stored in memory for a long time;

e creates favorable opportunities in such matters as self-education of
teachers, advanced training, attestation;

e the acquisition of knowledge is facilitated, conditions are created for
the use of rapidly updated information, self-educational activities, etc.

As people around the world adapt to new ways of working, learning and
communicating, we are seeing new trends emerge and evolve. In 2020, Future
Learn commissioned You Gov to conduct a global study to explore the future of
learning. The main themes of this study were personal development and career
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aspirations, the power of education and online learning, and expectations for the
future of education. According to research, self-education in the digital age is
easier than ever. This is largely due to round the clock news and access to
various websites that provide a constant flow of information. Perhaps not
surprisingly, social networks play an important role in the organization of
distance education. The study found that millennials (those born between 1981
and 1996) and Generation Z (those born after 1997) use all platforms to educate
themselves. For example, 37% of Generation Z and 22% of Millennials use social
media for learning. Referring to this information, it should be noted that
information and communication technologies play an irreplaceable role in the
development of self-education.

[t is an undeniable fact that the development of human potential and the
level of knowledge is higher in countries that pay attention to education and its
organization. In recent years, in order to further improve the level of education
in our country, schools have been built that meet new modern requirements, the
material and technical base of educational institutions has been strengthened,
textbooks have been updated, strategies and concepts have been developed.
Therefore, in terms of literacy, Azerbaijan is ahead of many neighboring
countries.

Despite the work done in the direction of the development of education,
there are still problems that have not been fully resolved. One of them is that
distance education, specified in the Law "On Education” as a form of education,
is not widely used in higher education. For example, in connection with the
coronavirus pandemic, which is one of the important problems of the current
year, there is a need for online learning in educational institutions. Although
teachers tried to conduct online lessons with programs such as "Teams",
"Zoom", "Ekurs.az", they were not able to achieve the desired results. Despite all
the planned efforts, the problems that arose in the first period were the lack of
an Internet line at home for many students, the lack of psychological preparation
of teachers and students for online classes, the lack of experience in the field of
online communication, and the lack of skills in using IT equipment, lack of
material and technical base in higher educational institutions, etc. However, in
developed countries, the system of distance education quickly penetrated into
all spheres of society. To do this, in such unforeseen situations, the most
important goal and task of all higher education institutions should be to ensure
the content and quality of distance learning, as well as their integration.
However, it should be especially noted that over the past two years we have
managed to achieve results that we have not achieved in ten years in the field of
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distance education.

Distance education is one of the forms of lifelong education and
implements human rights to receive education and information. It expands the
educational opportunities of citizens within the country. Distance learning
allows schoolchildren, students, the unemployed, military and legal entities to
take advantage of the scientific and educational potential of leading universities,
institutes, centers for advanced training and professional exchange. Distance
education provides conditions for additional education along with the main
activity and training,.

Following the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, teaching in all
educational institutions was temporarily suspended from March 3, 2020 in
order to prevent the spread of the virus in Azerbaijan. A form of distance
learning was introduced to overcome interruptions in education. Classes were
organized through various platforms and applications, teachers conducted
online training. Skype, Zoom, Microsoft Teams programs were widely used in
organizing online classes [4].

RESEARCH METHODS / METOAU AOCIIAKEHHA

The complexity and versatility of the topic under study requires reliance
on a system of approaches aimed at the unity of personality, activity, society and
cognition, which allows presenting various facts, patterns and dependencies of
the development of students' ICT skills in the form of a unified theory. The
methodological guidelines of the study are: a systematic approach to planning
and organizing universities in a remote form and determining the systematic
development of students' remote activities in the context of informatization of
education in this direction; activity approach - empirical (test, observation,
survey, conversation, interview); statistical (data collection, statistical summary,
processing, generalization and description); pedagogical diagnostics;
experimental (carrying out experimental studies, expert assessments) [9].

RESEARCH RESULTS / PE3YJIbTATHU JOC/TIAXKEHHA

At the present stage of development of society, in the context of organizing
and planning distance learning in higher education institutions, it became
necessary to rethink the role of distance learning for students. Thus, the process
of development of distance learning for students is one of the factors that meet
the needs of the individual, society and the state. Targeted distance learning
activity is an activity guided by the needs and motives of the students
themselves, expressed in the setting of independent tasks, the search for ways to
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achieve them in order to gain new knowledge and work experience. The
organization of distance learning gives each student the freedom to choose their
own path of learning throughout their lives. The organization and planning of
distance learning in higher education institutions is an interconnected structure
focused on the needs and capabilities of students. The structure and content of
education, the integration of pedagogical technologies in combination with
general educational goals presupposes the unity of the components.

CONCLUSIONS AND PROSPECTS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH /
BUCHOBKHU TA INIEPCIIEKTHUBHU IIOAAJIBIHIUX JOC/TIAKEHD

The pedagogical concept of the development of educational activities of
students in the conditions of distance organization and planning of education in
higher educational institutions is based on the combination of these provisions:

e within the framework of the educational process of the university, the
activity of distance education provides not only acquired knowledge, skills, but
also individual distance education and personal development throughout life;

e the process of distance learning at a university involves the gradual
formation of the student's subjective position, and motivation is built on the
basis of an activity approach;

e the use of information technologies in the distance learning process of
the university is based on the principles of their integration with pedagogical
technologies;

e the development of educational activities of students in a distance form
occurs in the process of solving problems on the basis of a conscious,
independent choice, determining ways to achieve the goals, evaluating the final
result, generalizing cognitive, personal and subject experience obtained in
certain situations close to reality;

e continuous distance learning of students occurs under the influence of
an innovative educational environment.

Prospects for further research in this direction. Based on the above, we
come to the conclusion that in recent years the widespread use of computer
technology in education has greatly facilitated the organization of distance
learning for students. Thus, information and computer technologies optimize the
academic discipline, distance learning, activities, the study of foreign languages,
self-study, in-depth assimilation of professional knowledge, and the educational
process of educational work. The use of information technology allows students
to actively engage in work, acquire knowledge, improve the level of distance
education and professionalism.
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OCHOBHI HAIIPSIMM JUCTAHIIMHOTIO HABYAHHS CTY/JIEHTIB
Y BUIIIUX HABYAJ/IbHUX 3AK/IAJAX
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AHoTania. IlopiBHAHO 3 TpaAuLiMHUMM ¢$OpMaMM HaBYaHHA
JYCTaHL[iiHA OCBiTA ONTUMaJbHO PO3BHUBAE CAMOCTIUHICTb, aKTUBHICTB,
CBiZJOMiCTb, KPEAaTUBHICTb CTY/EHTIB, epEeKTUBHO BHUPIUIyE CTpaTeriuyHi
3aBJlaHHA, L0 IOCTAKOTb INepeJ IMiArTOTOBKOIO CYy4YaCHOrO BYHUTEJA B
inbpopMmaniiHoMy cycnisibcTBi. He3aMiHHa poJib i Micle mNigBUIeHHS
AKOCTI Ta eQeKTHBHOCTI BHINOI OCBITM TaKOX MiJKPeCJKThb
aKTYaJIbHICTh JUCTAHLUiMHOI OCBiTU. lle TakoX BUriJHO 3 MNOrJAALY
CTBOPEHHA [Ji1 HUX OJHAKOBOI MOXJIMBOCTI HAaBYAaTUCA He3aJIeKHO BiJ
MiClsl TPOKMBaHHf, CTaHY 3/I0POB’S, piBHA »XUTTSA Ta MaTepiaJibHOrO
3abe3nedyeHHs. 3 iHIIOro 60Ky, AUCTaHIilHA OCBiTa TaKOX Jy»Ke BUTiJHA
y ¢piHaHcoBOMy muaHi. Lle m03BoJiie HAaBUYaTHUCA 6e3 NO0JAaTKOBUX BUTPAT
(TpaHcmopT, )KUTJIO Ta iHLII BUTpaTH). CaMe 11i BKa3aHi YNHHUKHU CBilUaTh
IpO BaXJMUBICTb Ta aKTYaJIbHICTb TEMH, 00paHOi JAJs AOCJiJP>KEHHS.
[nTerpanis y cBiT, rJsob6asisanis, cTpiMki iHdopMaliHi npouecu
NPHU3BOJSATH /10 CYTTEBUX 3MiH B yCiX cdepax CydyaCHOTO CycCIiJibCTBA Ta
NiABUILLYIOTh pPOJib JIIOACBKOIO KalliTajlly $K TO0JIOBHOTO YHUHHUKA
YCIIIIHOTO PO3BUTKY J€pKaBU. 3MiHM B CHUCTEMi OCBITH, OCOOJIMBO Y
BMIL[iii, 3yMOBWJIM NOTPeOy B TaJaHOBUTUX, KOHKYPEHTOCHPOMO>KHUX
cnenjasicrax, 3JaTHUX 3aJJ0BOJIbHUTU NOTPeOU CyCHIJIbCTBA I JlepKaBH,
nops/ i3 ix caMoocCBiTO0, MUTAaHHS iHdopMaTHU3allil OCBiTH. 3aCTOCYyBaHHS
TEXHOJIOTIA JAUCTaHLIiNHOI OCBITH y BCix cdepax OyJio B LIeHTpi yBaru
HallioHaJ/IbHOTrO Jifiepa ['eiiiapa AjlieBa 6araTo pokiB TOMY, i B 3B'AA3KY 3
uuM  BiH npuiiHaB  «HamionasbHy — cTpaterito  iHQopMaliiiHo-
KOMYHIKAaL[iIMHUX  TEeXHOJIOTIA [iJid  pO3BUTKY A3epbaiP)KaHCbKOI
Pecny6uiku», sika oxomate 2003-2012 pp. [5]. Ak npogoBKeHHS LbOTO,
orosiomieHHa 2013 poKy r/aBOK JAepXaBU NaHOM I[ibxamMoM AslieBUM

«Pokom iHpopMaLiMHO-KOMYHIKaLliMHUAX TEXHOJIOTiN»

Aszepbaii;pKaHCbKil Pecny6uij, 3aCHYBaHHA YHiBepcuTeTy
iHbopMaliiHUX TEXHOJIOTIM € OAHUM i3 KpOKiB, CHpPSIMOBAHUX Ha
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iHbopmaTH3alia cycnisibCcTBa i, BiAMOBiHO, MiATOTOBKA KOMIETEHTHHUX i
KOMIIETEHTHUX CIlelliaJicTiB. ¥ TOM ke 4ac, nmoynHaroyu 3 2007-2008
POKiB, B A3epbaii KaHCbKOMY Jep>KaBHOMY IeAaroriyHoMy yHiBepCUTETI
OyJ10 po3M04YaTO BUKOPUCTAHHS TEXHOJIOTIA €JIEKTPOHHOrO TeCTyBaHHS
JJis1 IHHOBAL[IMHOTO PO3BUTKY OCBITH, MOTOYHOrO Ta MiJACyMKOBOTO
OLIIHIOBAaHHA fAKOCTI OCBITHM. 3a CHUIbHOI iHIIiaTUBU aJMiHICTpaTHUBHO-
BUKJIQIalbKOTrO0 Ta MNpo¢decopCbKO-BUKIIAAALBKOrO CKJIAAY, TEeXHIYHUX
creliasicTiB yHiBEepCUTETY NPOBEJIEHHS TECTOBHUX iCMHUTIB CTaJ0 Oijbll
OpraHi3oBaHMuM, 10 [O3BOJIMJIO CTYZEeHTaM TOYHillle NepeBipaATU CBOI
3HAaHHA 3a J[OIIOMOrO eJIEKTPOHHUX pecypciB. KpiM Toro, pocBizn
Azepb6aiimxany 3 iHdopMaTH3allil OCBiTU 6yJio npeAcTaBieHo Ha GopyMmi
«ITU World Telecom 2009», akuit npoxoaus y XKeHeBi 3 5 1o 9 »KOBTHS
2009 poky. Ilpo cTtBopeHHs1 A3epb6aigkaHcbkoi OcBiTHbOI Mepexi
(AZEDUNET), In¢opmaniniHo-PecypcHoro llenTpy, «EnekTpoHHOI
[llkonn», a Takox HamioHanbHoi OcBiTHbOI IIporpammu, 6yJi0
NPOJAEMOHCTPOBAHO JOCATHEHHA KpalHU Yy Tajdy3i 3acTOCyBaHHA
iHpopMmaniiHux TexHoJsorin. Ilepexia ao iHPopmaliiHOrO CycHiJibCTBa
poOUTH 1ie OiNbll aKTyaJbHOW Mpob6JjeMy QGOpPMYBaHHS Cy4aCHOTO
MUCJIEHHSI HOBOTO MOKOJIIHHS], MOPO/I)KYE HEOOXiIHICTh KapAWHaJbHUX
3MiH y OCBIiTi Ta CTBOpHE (QyHAaMeHTa/bHY OCHOBY [Jis ajanTallii
CTYJEHTIB [0 HaBYaHHA Ta MOCWIEHHS TeHJEHLiN AUCTAaHLiNnHOr0
HaB4YaHHA. Y Cy4YacHUX YyMoOBaxXx MOJIOAI KaZp¥u MaKlTb He TIJIbBKU
0BOJIOZiBaTH 3HAaHHSAMMU 3a (paxoM, a K OCTAHHIMHU JOCATHEHHSIMU HAYKH i
TEXHIKH, BMITH KOPUCTYBaTUCA 3aC00aMM JAMCTAHLINHOI OCBITH, IIyKaTH
HOBI MJxepesia iHpopMallii /Ui 110JeHHOT0 CaMOBA0CKOHAIeHHS.

Kio4oBi cioBa: cyyacHUM y4yuTeJb; iHTerpaiis; rJob6aJsisalis;
JUCTaHILiMHe HaBYaHHS, OCBiTa.
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